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This document outlines Zagreb !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ first 
Biodiversity Strategy, marking an important 
step toward our long-term sustainability 
goals. As we continue to grow and develop, 
we are committed to balancing operational 
expansion with environmental responsibility. 

This strategy focuses on the biodiversity 
within and around our territory, assessing the 
current state of local habitats, flora, fauna 
and the environmental pressures they face. 
By addressing these challenges, we aim to not 
only minimize negative impacts but to 
actively contribute to the preservation and 
enhancement of biodiversity.

Through strategic goals, key actions, 
defined responsibilities and SMART 
targets we are committed to 
integrating biodiversity protection 
into every aspect of our work, 
ensuring a healthy and resilient 
environment for the future.



Biodiversity is the variety of life around us, from tiny insects to rivers and 

forests. It keeps our air and water clean, helps produce food, and protects us 

from climate change. Without biodiversity, everyday life becomes much harder.

Why Biodiversity Matters

.



As an international airport operating in a dynamic urban and 

ecological environment, Zagreb Airport ManagementBoard is 

aware of its responsibility to recognize environmental aspects in 

order to minimize environmental impacts from our operations 

with the aim of contributing to broader sustainability goals. 

VISION

To be a leading innovative 

airport in the region, with 

strong focus on sustainability, 

customer satisfaction, service 

excellence, and continuous 

education of our employees, 

while offering high-quality 

services.
MISSION

To host global airline companies 

at our airport, provide services 

to the best extent, and create 

value through user-oriented 

approach and ensure 

sustainable development for all 

of our stakeholders and 

shareholders. 



In this context, biodiversity protection is not 

treated as a separate initiative but as an integral 

part of the ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ overall operations and 

development. Through the adoption of this 

Biodiversity Strategy and the accompanying 

Biodiversity Action Plan, Zagreb Airport

Management Board aims to embed nature 

protection into its daily practices and long-term 

planning. Aligned with national legislation and 

international standards such as the IFC 

Performance Standards and EBRD Performance 

Requirements, the strategy defines clear 

objectives that guide our approach.



LOCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Zagreb Airport is located between the cities of Zagreb and Velika 
Gorica, about 2 km south of the Sava River. The river has a strong 
influence on the ŀǊŜŀΩǎ landscape, which forms part of a wide, natural 
valley framed by Medvednica Mountain to the north, Samobor 
Mountain to the west, and the ±ǳƪƻƳŜǊƛŏ Hills to the south.

Situated within Velika Gorica /ƛǘȅΩǎ Pleso District, and due to its flat 
grasslands the site was recognized for aviation in the 1940s, with the 
international airport opening in 1959 and the latest expanding took 
place between 2015ς2019.

Nearby settlements within 2 km include aƛőŜǾŀŎ, Velika Kosnica, Mala 
Kosnica, Petina, Selnica ~ŏƛǘŀǊƧŜǾǎƪŀ, .ŀǇőŀ, Yƻōƛƭƛŏ, Velika Gorica, and 
Velika Mlaka. The airport is well connected by road to both Zagreb and 
Velika Gorica, with direct links to the Zagreb Bypass and local access 
roads.

The area features wetlands and lakes, such as 2ƛőŜ and Bager, which 
provide habitats for wild ducks, geese and protected bird species. 

The airport is located on a thick layer of alluvial deposits made up of 
gravel and sand, which contributes to its flat terrain (ranging between 
104 and 108 meters above sea level). In the northwest, about 3 km 
away, lies the Prudinec Landfill, an artificial hill that attracts large 
flocks of gulls and other birds.



Within the ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΩǎ 347-hectare fenced area, about 170 hectares are covered by urban 

and industrial habitats, while 137 hectares feature grasslands, cresses and high green in 

the mix with urban and industrial habitats. In total, approximately 230 hectares of grassy 

vegetation within the airport provide suitable feeding areas for birds and small mammals.

The grasslands, cresses, and high green habitats are classified as C.2.3.2 Mesophile 

Meadows of Central Europeτ an endangered and rare habitat type of national and 

European significance. The forest areas belong to E.3.1. Mixed oakςhornbeam and pure 

hornbeam forests, which are also recognized as endangered and rare on both national 

and European levels.



Invertebrates contribute to the 

ecosystem by participating in processes 

like decomposition and pollination. This 

diversity shows that the airport area is 

more than infrastructure τ it is also an 

important place for nature.

Mammals and birds, particularly 

endangered species like bats and 

vulnerable bird populations, thrive in the 

area, benefiting from the diverse 

habitats provided by grasslands and 

forests. 



The areas in and around Zagreb 

Airport support a rich tapestry of 

life, from plants and animals to 

often-overlooked fungi. Together, 

they offer a unique window into the 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

health.


